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reported favorably from the committee on the expenditures of the navy department, and, after debate, were adopted, a separate yoa and nay vote being taken on eiuih resolution, and the vote generally being 111) in favor of the resolution and 60 against, a largo number of Democrats voting for each resolution.
This investigation, and the action of the House of Representatives upon it, led to radical reforms in the purchase of supplies in the navy department, and stamped with deserved censure tho Secretary of the Navy, and his subordinates, who participated in his action.
In tho .spring of I fifty, Mrs. Sherman and 1 started on my first trip to Europe, on tho steamer "Vaudorbilt," without any definite route or plan. Fortunately, we formed on shipboard some pleasant acquaintances, among others Judgo Harris of the Supremo Court of New York, afterwards Senator of the United States, and his wife. Each hud children by a former marriage, wlio had arrived at or near manhood or womanhood, and all were pleasant traveling companions. Mr. I'latt and his wife, of Now York, a young married couplo, were of the party. We wore fortunate in the weather and the sea. I had often encountered the waves of Lake Erie, but tho ocean was to me the great unknown, and I imagined that from its magnitude, its waves would be in proportion to its si/,o, but, instead, the waves of the A thin tic were a gentle cradle compared with the short and chopping movement of the lake. Since then 1 have crossed the ocean many times, but never was sea sick. Wo thought the voyage of eleven days a brief one, but now it is reduced to six or seven days, on vessels much greater and stronger. Wo landed safely at, Southampton late in the evening. Many of the passengers left immediately for London, hut our party, with others, wont to the hotel. Wo seemed to overcrowd tho capacity of tho place. One of our passengers, a young gentleman from Ualtimore, said to mo he would drive out those Englishmen, who were quietly enjoying themselves in the waiting room. Ho had been a quiet gentlemanly passenger, but be changed bis tone and manner, was boisterous in his talk and rather rude. One by one the Englishmen departed, slumming1 i-ffi-nl nf iiwiinlin^ ruiMnn-ti nputi |n<iuliii|; i'lfi'li"in, lnm< ^i-L mi I'.ViuhpIn iliinjfni'diiH hi (ho puhlin mifi'ty and drm-mn^ (lie tcjmtof of |)MM t InllHn.
